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INTRODUCTION
Greetings! The Linden trees have finished their bloom which is always a good sign that we’ve
reached the halfway point of summer. I hope that everyone is having a productive and enjoyable
season. The heat is on! As tree managers this time of year is crucial for monitoring trees for
pests and making sure that adequate watering regimes are in place.

Overall, I would say the Sheridan’s trees are in pretty good condition this year, but we have seen
a few issues pop up in the community that I wanted to highlight for you all. If you run into
anything strange out in the field please feel free to reach out to me with any questions,
observations or notable trends that you're seeing.



Below are some notes, updates and articles to consider as we make our way through the heat
and on to cooler temperatures. Thank you all for working hard to make Sheridan’s community
forest the best that it can be!

WINTER INJURY

Perhaps the most significant event we saw going into early summer was some winter die back in
certain tree species. While we don’t know precisely what occurred, the widespread consistent
damage indicates an environmental/climatic stressor was the culprit. Two species in particular
seemed to be most impacted; Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila) and Green ash (fraxinus
pennsylvanica).

In Siberian elm we saw a mixed amount of outer branch dieback and slow leaf bud development.
Many of these impacted elms have leafed out, but some have put on canopy in the form of
branches that occurred from adventitious buds (suckering). These branches will help the elms
with photosynthesis and give tree owners a peace of mind that their tree is “still green”.
However in the long term, these branches are often overcrowded and are typically more weakly
attached than branches formed from apical meristems. Selective thinning of these suckering
branches over the course of a few seasons, as well as the reduction of overextended branches
should be considered in the management of these impacted elms going forward.

An example of adventitious growth on a Siberian elm impacted by winter injury.



For our Green ash, we saw quite a few trees that had significantly delayed leaf emergence. This
ranged from a few branches being delayed to whole trees not leafing out until weeks after most
ash trees had canopy. The majority of these trees have now recovered and put on a healthy
canopy. This delayed leaf out is something that we saw a few years ago as well. With our
warmer, drier winters this is a trend that may continue for our trees in the future. During
dormant season, winter watering is going to become  a critical aspect of tree care if these
weather trends continue. Making sure there is soil moisture (particularly during times when we
have multiple days of 50 degrees and there is no snow on the ground) is something that should
be practiced by all tree owners going forward.

A final note on Green ash, some of the damaged trees and limbs did not recover this year. This
dead wood patterning can closely resemble that of Emerald Ash Borer damage. As we work with
ash trees over the next year, please take the time to closely examine dead limbs for the signs of
Emerald Ash Borer. D-shaped exit holes and tight S-curving galleries under the bark are two
signs to be actively looking for.

Signs and symptoms of Emerald Ash Borer to be on the lookout for.

FIRE BLIGHT

“What is wrong with my apple tree?!”

I’ve fielded a number of calls pertaining to fruit/apple trees this summer. Our late spring rains
that were predominant in May and early June created a favorable environment for fire blight
this summer. Outbreaks of fire blight are a common occurrence in Sheridan. Some years it
seems the whole town is impacted (like this summer) other years it's as if the pest has
completely disappeared.  The best practice for fire blight management is something that we
should all have a working knowledge of, below is a quick run down on the pest and what to do.

Fire blight is a bacterial disease that impacts species in the rose family (Rosaceae). The specific
bacterium is Erwinia amylovora. In Sheridan this bacterium is most commonly found on apple
and crabapple trees but can also impact hawthorne, chokecherry, pear and mountain ash.
Symptoms include dead branches, brown/droopy blossoms, discolored bark and most notably



brown to blackened leaves. Bacteria overwinter in blighted branches and when temperatures
reach 65F the bacteria multiply rapidly. Bacteria can be spread by wind, precipitation, insects
and pruning wounds.

Typical fire blight patterning in the canopy during the summer season.

There is no cure for fire blight. However, management practices can be utilized to minimize
damage and spread of the disease. In large part, pruning out infected tree parts is the best way
to manage the disease. However, pruning during the spring and summer seasons while the
bacteria is active can actually increase the spread of fire blight. For this reason, most fruit tree
pruning should occur during the dormant season. Blighted twigs and branches can be easily
identified in the winter by the cankers left on infected wood. Often blighted leaves and petioles
will also remain attached to the tree during dormant season as well. When pruning out
impacted branches, cuts should be 8 to 12 inches below the edge of visible infection. In some
circumstances, fruit tree pruning must occur during the summer. If this is the case, all tools
should be sterilized between each cut. Tools can be sterilized in ethyl alcohol, bleach or
household spray dysinfectacts (i.e. Lysol).



An example of canker and bark discoloration caused by fire blight.

For a deeper dive into fire blight, a look at chemical controls and a list of resistant species in the
Rosaceae family; check out the link below!

Colorado State University Extension: Fire Blight Fact Sheet

SALUTING BRANCHES: AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORK
TOGETHER

Looking forward towards the fall, our community has an opportunity to all get together and put
our skill set to use for a good cause. Saluting Branches is a non profit organization with the
mission of honoring American service men and women by organizing volunteer tree and
landscape care for the property dedicated to our veterans.

https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/fire-blight-2-907/


On September 28th, 2022 Wyoming will host its Saluting Branches event at the Willow Grove
Cemetery in Buffalo, WY. We are looking for volunteers of all kinds. While bucket trucks  and
chippers could certainly be put to use, just showing up to help prune young trees or drag brush
would have a huge impact on the project.  To find out more about Saluting Branches click here,
to sign up for the Wyoming event in Buffalo click here and to view the agenda click here.

I think this could be a really unique opportunity for our local tree managers to get together, get
a chance to talk about trees and to learn from one another. There will be arborists and
landscape crews  from around Wyoming at the event, which will allow attendees to discuss the
successes and struggles being seen from all around the state. Please consider joining us on
September 28th, a group project such as this will only make our community stronger in the
future. If you have any further questions about the event, what you should bring or what
activities are planned please contact the site leader Pete Veinbergs at 307-763-6880 or
pveinbergs@sheridanwy.gov

FALL

I’ll be back this fall with the third edition of the City of Sheridan Community Forestry Program
Newsletter. Fall and winter typically provide a number of training opportunities and
conferences that can be great resources for furthering knowledge of the field and obtaining
certification continuing education units (CEUS).  I will distribute information about these
trainings as I am made aware of them. If there is a specific training or certification that any of
you would like to pursue please let me know. We may have the opportunity to bring some of
those trainings right to Sheridan in 2023.

As always, please feel free to reach out with any questions or observations that you are
encountering in the field. Until next time, stay cool and keep your trees watered!

Best Regards,

Clark Van Hoosier

https://www.salutingbranches.org/about-us/
https://www.salutingbranches.org/location/willow-grove-cemetery/
https://www.salutingbranches.org/volunteer/day-of-the-event/
mailto:pveinbergs@sheridanwy.gov

